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they are wont on the return to be delayed for four months. The
most propitious season is our winter, when the Guinea sea is
most peaceful and the airs most healthy1. The Andalucians and
Vascongadians, little skilled in avoiding these difficulties,
delayed their start, fearing to try to overcome them, because
only the men of Palos knew of old the Guinea sea, men who
since the beginning of the war had been wont to fight with the
Portuguese and to take away from them the slaves, acquired by
the barter of worthless goods. Carlos de Valera increased the
fleet with these mariners, believing that on the way he would
encounter the Portuguese returning from Guinea. Thus the
Andalucians did not wish to carry any cargo other than arms, in
order to take away from them by pure force the gold, pepper and
slaves, which Hernan Gomez, the captain of the Portuguese fleet,
might have got in barter for trifles. Our captain with his Anda-
lucians and Vascongadians would have undoubtedly succeeded
in his design, if the fleet had weighed anchor in winter, when
the Portuguese sailed from the port of Lisbon. But the diffi-
culty first of gathering together the ships and afterwards the
lack of adequate revenue resulted in the greater part of the May
of that year 1476 being spent in preparations, A cause of greater
delay was, moreover, the ill will of the men of Seville, contrary
to that of the king. The duke of Medina Sidonia, Don Enrique
de Guzman, had begged a thousand times that the armada
should not be assembled, and, failing to prevent obedience to
the orders of Don Fernando, he sent messengers to the king and
queen, asking them to give him the lordship of the island of
Antonio, if by chance our men came to possess it. The king,
not knowing how that grant would in future prove to be
troublesome for the present expedition, had no objection to
conceding it to him. On the other hand, the marquis of Cadiz,
1 Palericia displays a considerable knowledge of the Guinea navigation,
knowledge which he must have obtained from experienced Spanish pilots.
The voyage to Minu could generally be completed in shorter time than the
return voyage. But Palcncia's times are not accurate. Normally, it took a
month or more to reach Mina. Diogo de Asambuja left Lisbon on 13
December 1481 and reached Mina on 19 January 1482. The voyage from
England to Mina normally occupied about two months. His reckonings of
distance are gross over-estimates.